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 THE BASICS

HERE IS WHAT
I SAY!
Father God,

I thank You that
Jesus died on
the cross.
On the third day
He rose again
from the grave.
Now every girl
and boy can be
saved!

In Jesus’ Name
we pray, Amen!

EASTER Lesson 4 — Jesus Rose From The Dead

BIBLE VERSE: Luke 24:6 (NLT), "He isnt here! He is risen from the
dead!”

BOTTOM LINE: Jesus died on the cross and rose again from the dead!

BIBLE STORY: Jesus Lives! (Matthew c. 26:47 - c. 28:20; John
15:13; Romans 10:9-10)

Jesus was arrested by the Romans and the Jews. Most of His
disciples ran away. He was put on trial and sentenced to die by the
cruel Roman governor, Pilate, even though Jesus had not done
anything wrong. The Roman guards made Jesus carry a heavy wooden
cross up a hill, then nailed Him to the cross by His hands and His feet
and left Him to die. When He died on the cross, Jesus paid for all the
sins of everyone in the world! Late that afternoon, He was buried in a
borrowed grave. Governor Pilate commanded that the grave be sealed
shut because he was afraid of the disciples stealing Jesus’ body.
Guards were put there to watch the grave. Early Sunday morning,
when Mary and Mary Magdalene came to check on Jesus’ body, they
found the giant stone was rolled away and the grave was empty! Jesus
had died, but He rose from the dead! And, He is sti// alive today!
Hallelujah, Jesus is alive!

Point To Make: Jesus rose from the dead and His grave is
empty. Jesus is alive!

MAKE IT REAL

Pictures: Easter candy and basket, empty grave

« What do you think of when you see these pictures? (Easter)
o All of this candy reminds me of Easter. The eggs remind me of new

life.

« Easter is the day that we celebrate Jesus being raised from the dead.
« Not only did Jesus die on the cross for our sins, but he rose from the

dead so we can live forever with Him!

« Jesus is the only person who died on the cross for our sins, to save

you, and rose again because He loves you!

 QUESTIONS TO ASK

Easter is a celebration of what? (Jesus was raised from the dead)

1. When Jesus’ disciples went to His grave what did they find? (7he grave
was empty)

2. Why was Jesus’ grave empty? (Jesus had risen from the dead)
3. Who is the only One that has died for you to take away your sins?

(Jesus)

4. Why did Jesus die and rise again for you? (He loves me and took away

my sin!)

Spiritual Exercise: 7he empty grave can only mean one thing,
. Jesus Is alive and He lives in me!
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Name

Easter Lesson 4
“Jesus Rose from the Dead!”

THE EMPTY GRAVE CAN MEAN ONLY 1 THING...

JESUS 1S ALIVE AND HE LIVES IN ME!

BIBLE VERSE: Luke 24:6 (NLT), "He isnt here! He is risen from the dead!”
BOTTOM LINE: Jesus died on the cross and rose again from the dead!



JESUS ROSE FROM THE DEAD

Jesus died on the cross,
but He rose from the dead and forgave my sins.

That is why I celebrate Easter.




Name

When I see the cross it reminds me that Jesus loves
me and forgives my sins.



EASTER LESSON
Special instructions:

Craft:

Supplies Needed:

. Copied stained glass
page

« "Cut-out" cross

« Glue sticks

Instructions:
. Children color inside the lines, different colors for a stained glass look.
« Glue cross in the center.

« When doing the craft, coaches remind the children that when we see a
cross it reminds us that Jesus loves me and forgives my sins.

Altar Call:
This lesson is a good time for the Altar Call.

Small Groups:
1.  How many of you have Jesus in your heart? Raise your hand.
(Allow for response.)

2. If you didn't raise your hand, but you want to have Jesus in your
heart, raise your hand.

(Allow for response.)

Let’s all pray this prayer:

God, I love you and thank you for Jesus. I believe that He died on the
cross and He rose again. I ask Jesus to come live inside of me and be my
Lord.

In Jesus’ name, Amen!



Easter Scriptures to Study:

Matthew 26:47-28, New Living Translation (NLT)
Jesus Is Betrayed and Arrested

*7 And even as Jesus said this, Judas, one of the twelve disciples, arrived with a crowd of men
armed with swords and clubs. They had been sent by the leading priests and elders of the
people. * The traitor, Judas, had given them a prearranged signal: “You will know which one to
arrest when I greet him with a kiss.” * So Judas came straight to Jesus. “Greetings, Rabbi!” he
exclaimed and gave him the kiss.

>0 Jesus said, “My friend, go ahead and do what you have come for.”

Then the others grabbed Jesus and arrested him. >' But one of the men with Jesus pulled out his
sword and struck the high priest’s slave, slashing off his ear.

>2«pyt away your sword,” Jesus told him. “Those who use the sword will die by the sword.
>>Don’t you realize that I could ask my Father for thousands of angels to protect us, and he
would send them instantly? ** But if I did, how would the Scriptures be fulfilled that describe
what must happen now?”

>>Then Jesus said to the crowd, “Am I some dangerous revolutionary, that you come with
swords and clubs to arrest me? Why didn’t you arrest me in the Temple? I was there teaching
every day. *° But this is all happening to fulfill the words of the prophets as recorded in the
Scriptures.” At that point, all the disciples deserted him and fled.

Jesus before the Council

>’ Then the people who had arrested Jesus led him to the home of Caiaphas, the high priest,
where the teachers of religious law and the elders had gathered. °® Meanwhile, Peter followed
him at a distance and came to the high priest’s courtyard. He went in and sat with the guards
and waited to see how it would all end.

*?Inside, the leading priests and the entire high council were trying to find witnesses who would
lie about Jesus, so they could put him to death. °*But even though they found many who agreed
to give false witness, they could not use anyone’s testimony. Finally, two men came forward

%! who declared, “This man said, I am able to destroy the Temple of God and rebuild it in three
days.””

52 Then the high priest stood up and said to Jesus, “Well, aren’t you going to answer these
charges? What do you have to say for yourself?”” * But Jesus remained silent. Then the high
priest said to him, “I demand in the name of the living God—tell us if you are the Messiah, the
Son of God.”

64 Jesus replied, “You have said it. And in the future you will see the Son of Man seated in the
place of power at God’s right hand and coming on the clouds of heaven.”



% Then the high priest tore his clothing to show his horror and said, “Blasphemy! Why do we
need other witnesses? You have all heard his blasphemy. ° What is your verdict?”

“Guilty!” they shouted. “He deserves to die!”

%7 Then they began to spit in Jesus” face and beat him with their fists. And some slapped him,
68 jeering, “Prophesy to us, you Messiah! Who hit you that time?”

Peter Denies Jesus

% Meanwhile, Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A servant girl came over and said to
him, “You were one of those with Jesus the Galilean.”

" But Peter denied it in front of everyone. “I don’t know what you’re talking about,” he said.

"' Later, out by the gate, another servant girl noticed him and said to those standing around,
“This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.”

72 Again Peter denied it, this time with an oath. “I don’t even know the man,” he said.

7 A little later some of the other bystanders came over to Peter and said, “You must be one of
them; we can tell by your Galilean accent.”

7 Peter swore, “A curse on me if I'm lying—I don’t know the man!” And immediately the
rooster crowed.

7> Suddenly, Jesus” words flashed through Peter’s mind: “Before the rooster crows, you will
deny three times that you even know me.” And he went away, weeping bitterly.

Judas Hangs Himself

27 ' Very early in the morning the leading priests and the elders of the people met again to lay
plans for putting Jesus to death. > Then they bound him, led him away, and took him to Pilate,
the Roman governor.

> When Judas, who had betrayed him, realized that Jesus had been condemned to die, he was
filled with remorse. So he took the thirty pieces of silver back to the leading priests and the
elders. * “I have sinned,” he declared, “for I have betrayed an innocent man.”

“What do we care?” they retorted. “That’s your problem.”
> Then Judas threw the silver coins down in the Temple and went out and hanged himself.

% The leading priests picked up the coins. “It wouldn’t be right to put this money in the Temple
treasury,” they said, “since it was payment for murder.” ” After some discussion they finally
decided to buy the potter’s field, and they made it into a cemetery for foreigners. ® That is why
the field is still called the Field of Blood. ® This fulfilled the prophecy of Jeremiah that says,

“They took the thirty pieces of silver—



the price at which he was valued by the people of Israel,
'%and purchased the potter’s field,
as the Lorp directed.”

Jesus’ Trial before Pilate

""Now Jesus was standing before Pilate, the Roman governor. “Are you the king of the Jews?”
the governor asked him.

Jesus replied, “You have said it.”

"2 But when the leading priests and the elders made their accusations against him, Jesus
remained silent. "> “Don’t you hear all these charges they are bringing against you?” Pilate
demanded. ' But Jesus made no response to any of the charges, much to the governor’s
surprise.

> Now it was the governor’s custom each year during the Passover celebration to release one
prisoner to the crowd—anyone they wanted. '® This year there was a notorious prisoner, a man
named Barabbas.!) 7 As the crowds gathered before Pilate’s house that morning, he asked them,
“Which one do you want me to release to you—Barabbas, or Jesus who is called the Messiah?”
'8 (He knew very well that the religious leaders had arrested Jesus out of envy.)

' Just then, as Pilate was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent him this message: “Leave
that innocent man alone. I suffered through a terrible nightmare about him last night.”

*Y Meanwhile, the leading priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas to be
released and for Jesus to be put to death. 2' So the governor asked again, “Which of these two
do you want me to release to you?”

The crowd shouted back, “Barabbas!”

*? Pilate responded, “Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?”
They shouted back, “Crucify him!”

¥ «“Why?” Pilate demanded. “What crime has he committed?”

But the mob roared even louder, “Crucify him!”

4 Pilate saw that he wasn’t getting anywhere and that a riot was developing. So he sent for a
bowl of water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s
blood. The responsibility is yours!”

** And all the people yelled back, “We will take responsibility for his death—we and our
children!”

630 Pilate released Barabbas to them. He ordered Jesus flogged with a lead-tipped whip, then
turned him over to the Roman soldiers to be crucified.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+26%3A47-+Matthew+28%3B+Johan+15%3A13%3B+Rom+10%3A9-10&version=NLT#fen-NLT-24119i

The Soldiers Mock Jesus

" Some of the governor’s soldiers took Jesus into their headquarters and called out the entire
regiment. ** They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him. ?° They wove thorn branches into
a crown and put it on his head, and they placed a reed stick in his right hand as a scepter. Then
they knelt before him in mockery and taunted, “Hail! King of the Jews!” ** And they spit on
him and grabbed the stick and struck him on the head with it. *' When they were finally tired
of mocking him, they took off the robe and put his own clothes on him again. Then they led
him away to be crucified.

The Crucifixion

32 Along the way, they came across a man named Simon, who was from Cyrene, and the
soldiers forced him to carry Jesus’ cross. >> And they went out to a place called Golgotha
(which means “Place of the Skull”). ** The soldiers gave Jesus wine mixed with bitter gall, but
when he had tasted it, he refused to drink it.

3% After they had nailed him to the cross, the soldiers gambled for his clothes by throwing dice.
3% Then they sat around and kept guard as he hung there. *” A sign was fastened above Jesus’
head, announcing the charge against him. It read: “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” ** Two
revolutionaries were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left.

3 The people passing by shouted abuse, shaking their heads in mockery. ** “Look at you
now!” they yelled at him. “You said you were going to destroy the Temple and rebuild it in
three days. Well then, if you are the Son of God, save yourself and come down from the

'9,

Cross

*! The leading priests, the teachers of religious law, and the elders also mocked Jesus. **“He
saved others,” they scoffed, “but he can’t save himself! So he is the King of Israel, is he? Let
him come down from the cross right now, and we will believe in him! ** He trusted God, so let
God rescue him now if he wants him! For he said, ‘I am the Son of God.”” ** Even the
revolutionaries who were crucified with him ridiculed him in the same way.

The Death of Jesus

4> At noon, darkness fell across the whole land until three o’clock. *® At about three o’clock,
Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” which means “My God, my
God, why have you abandoned me?”

*"Some of the bystanders misunderstood and thought he was calling for the prophet Elijah.
* One of them ran and filled a sponge with sour wine, holding it up to him on a reed stick so
he could drink. ** But the rest said, “Wait! Let’s see whether Elijah comes to save him.”%!

> Then Jesus shouted out again, and he released his spirit. °' At that moment the curtain in the


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+26%3A47-+Matthew+28%3B+Johan+15%3A13%3B+Rom+10%3A9-10&version=NLT#fen-NLT-24152q

sanctuary of the Temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth shook, rocks split
apart, > and tombs opened. The bodies of many godly men and women who had died were
raised from the dead. > They left the cemetery after Jesus’ resurrection, went into the holy city
of Jerusalem, and appeared to many people.

>* The Roman officer and the other soldiers at the crucifixion were terrified by the earthquake
and all that had happened. They said, “This man truly was the Son of God!”

>> And many women who had come from Galilee with Jesus to care for him were watching
from a distance. > Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary (the mother of James and
Joseph), and the mother of James and John, the sons of Zebedee.

The Burial of Jesus

°7 As evening approached, Joseph, a rich man from Arimathea who had become a follower of
Jesus, *® went to Pilate and asked for Jesus’ body. And Pilate issued an order to release it to
him. ** Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a long sheet of clean linen cloth. ®°He placed it
in his own new tomb, which had been carved out of the rock. Then he rolled a great stone
across the entrance and left. ® Both Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were sitting across
from the tomb and watching.

The Guard at the Tomb

52 The next day, on the Sabbath, the leading priests and Pharisees went to see Pilate. ® They
told him, “Sir, we remember what that deceiver once said while he was still alive: ‘After three
days I will rise from the dead.” ®* So we request that you seal the tomb until the third day. This
will prevent his disciples from coming and stealing his body and then telling everyone he was
raised from the dead! If that happens, we’ll be worse off than we were at first.”

63 Pilate replied, “Take guards and secure it the best you can.” °® So they sealed the tomb and
posted guards to protect it.

The Resurrection

28 Early on Sunday morning, as the new day was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other
Mary went out to visit the tomb.

? Suddenly there was a great earthquake! For an angel of the Lord came down from heaven,
rolled aside the stone, and sat on it. > His face shone like lightning, and his clothing was as
white as snow. * The guards shook with fear when they saw him, and they fell into a dead
faint.

> Then the angel spoke to the women. “Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I know you are looking for
Jesus, who was crucified.  He isn’t here! He is risen from the dead, just as he said would



happen. Come, see where his body was lying. ” And now, go quickly and tell his disciples that
he has risen from the dead, and he is going ahead of you to Galilee. You will see him there.
Remember what I have told you.”

¥ The women ran quickly from the tomb. They were very frightened but also filled with great
joy, and they rushed to give the disciples the angel’s message. ° And as they went, Jesus met
them and greeted them. And they ran to him, grasped his feet, and worshiped him. '’ Then
Jesus said to them, “Don’t be afraid! Go tell my brothers to leave for Galilee, and they will see
me there.”

The Report of the Guard

' As the women were on their way, some of the guards went into the city and told the leading
priests what had happened. '* A meeting with the elders was called, and they decided to give
the soldiers a large bribe. ' They told the soldiers, “You must say, ‘Jesus’ disciples came
during the night while we were sleeping, and they stole his body.” '*If the governor hears
about it, we’ll stand up for you so you won’t get in trouble.” '° So the guards accepted the
bribe and said what they were told to say. Their story spread widely among the Jews, and they
still tell it today.

The Great Commission

' Then the eleven disciples left for Galilee, going to the mountain where Jesus had told them
to go. '’ When they saw him, they worshiped him—but some of them doubted!

'® Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth.

" Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and the Son and the Holy Spirit. *° Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have
given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”

John 15:13, New Living Translation (NLT)
" There is no greater love than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.
Romans 10:9-10, New American Standard Bible (NASB)

® That if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised
Him from the dead, you will be saved; '’ for with the heart a person believes, resulting in
righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation.





